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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1 .98. 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1 ) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Appropriate 
section headings are missing in the specification. 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0156426 to Gagnieux (Gagnieux). 

In Reference to Claim 1 

Device (shield system 14) for protecting an injection apparatus (syringe 12) comprising: 
a support sleeve (holder 26) comprising a body (cylindrical body 34) able to 
accommodate the syringe and a proximal end part (Figures 1 , 2); a protective sleeve 
(shield 28) able to slide with respect to the support sleeve between a retracted 
configuration in which the needle is exposed (Figure 3) and a deployed protective 
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position in which it covers the needle (Figure 4); first retaining means (rib 58; groove 48; 
distal end portion 50) for holding the protective sleeve in its injection position (paragraph 
[0040]); second retaining means (stop member 59; detents 52; arm 54) for holding the 
protective sleeve in its end-of-injection position (paragraph [0041]); an intermediate 
collar (fitting 32) situated in the proximal end part of the support sleeve (Figure 5), able 
to slide with respect to the support sleeve and comprising means of collaboration with 
the piston head (projections 70 from flange portion 67; paragraph [0035]) and means of 
deactivating the first and second retaining means (paragraphs [0040-0041]); the first 
retaining means being able to be deactivated by the deactivation means of the collar by 
pressure of the piston head in the distal direction (paragraph [0040]); and the second 
retaining means being able to be deactivated by deactivation means of the collar by 
release of pressure on the piston head so as to allow the protective sleeve to deploy 
under the action of pushing means (paragraphs [0040-0041]). The pushing means are 
in the form of a spring (spring 30), the proximal end bears against the distal end of the 
collar (fitting 32) and the distal end bears against the annular rim formed on the internal 
surface of the protective sleeve (Figure 2). 

In Reference to Claim 2 

The device of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above) wherein the means of 
collaboration of the collar (fitting 32) with the piston head (projections 70 from flange 
portion 67) comprise two diametrically opposed legs running in the proximal direction 
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slightly offset from the body of the collar and connected to the proximal end of the collar 
by radial bridges (Figures 3, 5). 

In Reference to Claim 3 

The device of claim 1 or 2 (see rejection of claim 1 and 2 above) wherein the first 
retaining means (rib 58, groove 48, end portion 50) comprises two diametrically 
opposed longitudinal bulges (Figure 6) formed on the internal surface of the wall of the 
body of the support surface, each bulge at its proximal end comprising an internal 
retaining ramp and two first tabs running axially in the proximal direction from the 
proximal end of the protective sleeve (holder 26), each of the tabs being provided at its 
proximal end with a projection the distal face of which is inclined and able to rest on the 
internal ramp of the proximal end of one bulge (Figure 6 shows stop member 50 bulging 
out with two tabs between the groove 48 running axially in the proximal direction from 
the proximal end of the protective sleeve). 

In Reference to Claim 4 

The device of claim 3 (see rejection of claim 3 above) wherein the second retaining 
means (stop member 59, detents 52, arm 54) comprise a transverse retaining surface 
situated at the proximal end of each bulge (Figure 6; arms 54 are at the proximal end of 
the bulge) facing the internal ramp of the bulge and two second tabs (end surface 53) 
running in the proximal direction from the proximal end of the sleeve along an axis 
slightly inclined with respect to the longitudinal axis of the syringe (Figure 6), each 
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second tab being situated facing one said first tab (Figure 6; paragraph [0030]) and 
being equipped at its proximal end with a hooked portion (paragraph [0030]) the distal 
end of which is able to rest against the transverse retaining surface of the bulge facing it 
(Figure 7, wherein the arm 53 is capable of resting against the bulge of the stop 
member 50). 

In Reference to Claim 5 

The device of claim 4 (see rejection of claim 4 above) wherein the deactivation means 
are in the form of a surface (collar 66) projecting radially from the body (Figure 8), the 
said surface being able to collaborate with the first and second tabs to deflect them 
circumferentially (paragraphs [0040-0041]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 5,591,138 (Vaillancourt) teaches a movable 
sheath for a syringe. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 10,147 (Perouse) teaches a mobile needle 
protector. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARIA E. DOUKAS whose telephone number is 

(571 )270-5901 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 
5:00 PM EDT. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MD 

/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



